Guidance for Writing Module Outlines

Module outlines are a significant reference point for students.  It is important that they contain relevant information in a manner that makes engagement with the module straightforward and efficient. This document is designed as guidance and is not intended to be prescriptive, although it is a requirement to inform students of certain elements of the module.  Any compulsory content is indicated in red. 

1. 	Introduction
This should cover the main themes of the module and outline its aims.  It should also include the intended learning outcomes.  You could consider outlining the learning and teaching approaches that you will take, their rationale and any relevant student behaviours that you are hoping to generate. In addition to this ‘academic description’ you may want to consider including, early on in your outline, some domestic issues such as:
· Your contact details, and when and how you prefer to be contacted.
· How to arrange a tutorial session.
· Pointers to relevant student support services and guides, e.g.: writer in residence, Disability and Dyslexia Service, reference guides, study skills web pages.
· Links to the student SOLE page and to the relevant Blackboard pages.
· What’s new for this year? This can illustrate new modules and changes made as a result of student feedback. 
2.	Programme 
It would be useful to include dates, week numbers, times and session synopses which could also indicate preparation activities, e.g. specific directed reading.  It is also useful to include assessment deadlines, Worcester week dates, etc., where applicable.
Please do not include room numbers as these are subject to change.  
Please add the following statement:  
Room information:  Students are advised to check room details on the Live Timetable System link on the UW website Student portal.  
Should on occasion class cancellations be necessary, notifications will be made in accordance with the Class Cancellation Policy, which can be found here.
3.	Assessment
You should include a description of the module’s assessment(s), which may include the specific assignment questions and briefing (depending on whether the course team has decided to publish this in module outlines, or via Blackboard according to a schedule).  Information should include:
· the type of assessment(s) and a description, including % weightings and word counts as relevant
· the learning outcomes each assessment item is testing
· whether marking of the assignment is anonymous
· assessment criteria and grade descriptors (which may be specific to the assignment or type of assignment)
· the submission date and arrangements for submission (e.g. via Turnitin/Blackboard/SOLE) and the date feedback will be available
· reference to academic integrity/referencing etc and indication of where/how students can get help
4.	Attendance 
Reference should be made in the Course Handbooks to the University’s Student Attendance Policy.  If you wish to, you can also include this link in the Module Outline.
https://www2.worc.ac.uk/registryservices/documents/Student_Attendance_Policy_July_2018.pdf  
Penalties for non-attendance are not normally permitted unless for specifically approved professional body requirements.  Where these apply, they must be agreed as a variation to the regulations as part of the approval process and documented in Section 19 of the programme specification.  
5.	Reading and resources
You should include an indication of any specific resources that students need to have access to.  This is particularly important if you are expecting students to use an item of software or are recommending through the reading list that they purchase a particular text.
Reading and resource lists should be made available through Resource Lists (Talis Aspire)* http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk rather than listed in full in the module outline, so please use the following wording: 
The resource list for this module can be accessed at http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/search.html?q=xxxx1234 
Module leaders to add the module code in place of xxxx1234)
The principle of identifying Recommended for Purchase (previously Set Texts), Essential Reading and Further Reading through Resource Lists remains, and guidance on the categories is available from the grid below.  Please remember to check that the reading that you are recommending is accessible to disabled students.  It is more effective, particularly for Level 4 students, to give specific reading activities that are linked to module sessions.
* For directly funded courses ONLY, where Resource Lists is not available, please continue to provide details of Recommended for Purchase Texts, Essential Reading and Further Reading in the module outline in the format provided below:  
	Recommended for Purchase 
	A title that students are expected to purchase (usually one per module). 
Please omit this section if there is no text recommended for purchase.

	Essential Reading
	Reading that is expected or required of all students. This should not exceed a dozen or so works.  Where possible this should be made available electronically to improve access. Include e-journal articles, e-books, digitised books chapters or print journal articles, and websites where appropriate.  Bibliographic layout should adhere to University referencing guidelines.

	Further Reading
	Reading that is desirable in that it expands knowledge or understanding of a subject.


6.	Feedback
You should include a statement of how feedback on the module will be collected, with a summary of feedback from the previous module and how this was acted upon. 
7.	Referencing
Please add the following statement and amend as necessary to specify which referencing style students should use for this module (e.g. Harvard, MHRA, Vancouver, APA, OSCOLA):
The latest guidance and policy relating to referencing at the University of Worcester is available at http://library.worc.ac.uk/guides/study-skills/referencing. 
Students studying this module are advised to use the ……. style of referencing. 
8.	Library and IT Services
This section could include:
· The hyperlink for Library Services http://library.worc.ac.uk
· Support and advice for students and staff
· How to renew or return library books
· Using other libraries
· ICT Services
Please note the URL for Library Services is http://library.worc.ac.uk, though redirects are set up for www.worc.ac.uk/library. 

Examples of layout
Two previous examples of layout and content of modules are shown below for guidance purposes only – there is no prescribed layout. 
However, please do not include room numbers as these may be subject to change.  Students should be advised to check room details on the Live Timetable System link on the UW website.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
A knowledge of glaciation is necessary to understand landscape evolution in many mountainous regions of the 
world, including the uplands of northern and western Britain. In addition, mountain glaciers are particularly 
sensitive to climate change, and the landforms and sediments they produce may be used as proxies for 
reconstructing past climates. 


This module provides you with an opportunity to complete a research project on the glacial geomorphology of 
the English Lake District. The mapping component, which builds on skills developed in earlier modules 
(especially GEOG2120 Mountain Environments, Landscapes and Hazards and GEOG3110 Mountain Environments 
Field Course), is undertaken through a combination of residential fieldwork and desk-based mapping. If you 
have not previously undertaken these modules, you may need additional support in order to successfully 
complete GEOG3123. A few of you will be in this position in 2015/16. 


Intended Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of the module, you will be able to: 


1) Evaluate critically the geomorphological evidence for mountain glaciation in the study area; 
2) Produce detailed geomorphological maps of the landforms associated with these former glaciers; 


3) Assess critically the impacts of paraglacial reworking on the glacial geomorphological record; 
4) Plan, design and execute a piece of rigorous research, including the production of a final report 


 
Skills Development 
You will have opportunities to practise and develop a range of specialist and transferable skills. In addition to 
helping you in a wide range of other modules, these skills may also be required for further study and/or 
employment. As such, it is strongly recommended that you maintain a record of your proficiencies in these 
skills as you progress through the module. Employers in particular will expect you to be able to provide 
examples of when and how you have utilised these skills; simply claiming that you have a skill is not in itself 
enough. 


Specialist Skills Transferable Skills 
 GIS (using maps, elevation data, remote 


sensing imagery, geomorphological 
mapping) 


 Cartography 


 Interpretation of remote sensing imagery 
 Geomorphological mapping 


 Field-based landform and landscape 
interpretation (real plus simulated using 
virtual fieldwork) 


 Presentation skills – oral 


 Presentation skills – written / graphical 


 
Use of Blackboard within this module 
The module will be supported by a range of resources on Blackboard. This includes a discussion board facility, 
which you are encouraged to contribute to as appropriate. Notwithstanding internet resources, it is worth 
emphasising that the library remains your primary information resource, and you are expected to read around 
the lecture topics. We now have excellent library resources, so you should not experience any difficulties here. 


What’s new for 2015? 
There has been a slight revision to the study area, which will be explained in more detail in class.  


Good Luck 
If I can be of any help, please do not hesitate to get in touch (details below). I hope you enjoy this module, and I 
look forward to working with you this semester.  


 


Dr Des A McDougall (module leader) 
Room EE G030 
T: 01905 855440 E: d.mcdougall@worc.ac.uk 



mailto:d.mcdougall@worc.ac.uk
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2. PROGRAMME 
GEOG3123 is timetabled for Wednesday mornings, 9.15 - 1.15 pm, in EE 1027.  Please note the following: (i) the 
most up-to-date version of this module guide is available on Blackboard, which you should check regularly; (ii) 
there is a residential field course which you should make every effort to attend. (iii) this module is heavily front-
loaded in terms of contact time and activities (in part so the fieldtrip can run as early as possible) 


Wk Date Time Activities 


1. 30/9 9.15-9.30 1. Introduction to the Module 


  9.30-10.30 2. Studying Former Mountain Glaciers 


The study of former mountain glaciers may seem rather esoteric, but it can 
provide valuable insights into landscape evolution and climate change. In 
the British Isles, there is a long tradition of studying the glaciers that 
developed in the mountains of the north and west during the Younger 
Dryas (~12,900 – 11,700 years ago). This was the last glaciation to affect 
upland Britain before the onset of the present interglacial, and there is a 
consensus in the literature that the landform record for this event is mostly 
well-defined and complete. The apparent clarity of the geomorphological 
record has encouraged researchers to reconstruct these former glaciers, 
which in turn have been used as a basis for palaeoclimatic investigations 
(esp. precipitation amounts). Such studies have become increasingly 
sophisticated over the last decade, following advances in glacier modelling, 
palaeoclimatic analyses and dating, but there have been no comparable 
advances in the approaches to geomorphological interpretation and 
mapping that underlie these investigations. Although this is not necessarily 
a problem, it is important to fully acknowledge the assumptions and 
challenges associated with interpreting and mapping the geomorphological 
evidence for these former glaciers, and this is the focus of this module. 


  11.00-12.15 3. Seminar Preparation for Week 2 


   Additional preparation for week 2 seminar (+ 6 hours) 


2. 7/10 9.15-10.30 4. SEMINAR: The Younger Dryas – Causes, Mechanisms and Significance 


This student-led seminar will discuss the causes, mechanisms and 
significance of the Younger Dryas (also known in Britain as the Loch 
Lomond Stadial). You will need to have read, understood and be able to 
recall/discuss in class the salient points from your allocated pre-reading. 
This is important background information for the module, including the 
assignment, and it is very much in your interest to engage fully with it. 


PowerPoint (or similar) must be used, and presentations should be made 
available to other students on Blackboard following the session.  


  10.45-12.00 5. The Younger Dryas in the British Isles 


This session considers the impact of the Younger Dryas in Britain, with a 
particular focus on: (i) spatial variations in glacier development; and (ii) the 
geomorphological impact of these former glaciers. Also considered is the 
extent to which Younger Dryas glacial depositional landforms are 
morphologically distinct from older landforms formed during the wastage 
of the last ice sheet. 


  12.00-12.15 6. Seminar Preparation for Week 3 


   Additional preparation for week 3 seminar (+ 8 hours) 
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Wk Date Time Activities 


3. 14/10 9.15-9.45 7. The Topography and Geology of the Lake District 


A brief introduction to the physical landscape of the English Lake District, 
within which the Helvellyn Range (your project area) sits. 


  9.45-1.15 8. SEMINAR: Younger Dryas / Loch Lomond Stadial glaciation in the 
Lake District  


This student-led seminar will discuss the geomorphological impact of the 
last glaciers to develop in the Lake District, with a particular (but not 
exclusive) focus on the Helvellyn Range. You will need to have read, 
understood and be able to recall/discuss in class the salient points from 
your allocated pre-reading. This content underpins the entire module. 


4. 21/10 9.15-10.00 9. Research Issues and Potential Research Questions 


This builds on last week’s session. What do you think are the key research 
issues? And how might these be converted to potential research questions?  
What are the challenges in devising research questions? 


  10.00-11.00 10. Mapping Younger Dryas Glacial Landforms 


All projects will involve landform mapping. This session briefly reviews how 
Younger Dryas glacial landforms have been mapped in the literature. 
Consideration is given to the impact of technology in the geomorphological 
mapping process. 


  11.15-1.15 11. Geomorphological Mapping Session – EE G023 


You will be able to undertake some geomorphological mapping using your 
approach of choice (GIS or Google Earth; there are handouts for those who 
do not have experience of geomorphological mapping using GIS or GE). 
There are two tasks: 


i) Complete a practice geomorphological map of Deepdale in the Helvellyn 
Range. You can check your interpretation of the aerial photography using 
the virtual field course provided. This mapping is not assessed, which 
means you can be provided with detailed feedback on your interpretation. 
This is intended to help prepare you for the assessed mapping exercise in 
the adjacent valleys. 


ii) Start your geomorphological mapping of the project area (in your own 
time). 


Feedback on your geomorphological interpretation and mapping of 
Deepdale will be provided in the following week’s session. It is likely that 
you will need to invest considerably more time on mapping in advance of 
week 6.  


   Additional geomorphological interpretation and mapping in Pasture 
Beck or Hayeswater. Bring the results of your mapping with you to the 
session in week 6 for detailed feedback. (+ 4 hours) 


   Start geomorphological mapping of the project area (as long as you are 
confident with your mapping; otherwise, you should wait for feedback 
and advice) (+ 8 hours) 


5. 28/10 9.15-11.15 12. Geomorphological Mapping Session – EE G023 (continued) 


  11.15-1.15 13. Seminar: Feedback on geomorphological interpretation and mapping 







4 


 


Wk Date Time Activities 
The only preparation that you need to complete for this seminar is to bring 
with you the results of your geomorphological mapping in Deepdale, and 
be prepared to discuss your reflections on the process. Was it 
straightforward? Are there any issues? How might you address these? We 
will remain in EE G023 for this. 


6. 4/11  14. TUTORIALS – Part 1 


You are required to arrange a 15 minute tutorial to discuss the progress you 
have made with your research project, and to ensure you are well placed to 
benefit from the fieldwork. The tutorial does not have to take place during 
the normal slot. There is no formal session this week. 


7. 11/11 9.15-1.15 15. Geomorphological interpretation and mapping (continued) EE G023 


7/8 14/11 
– 
16/11 


 16. Field Weekend in the Lake District (TBC) 


2 days (up to 16 hours’ fieldwork).  


A separate handout for this trip will be provided. Please remember to bring 
with you the results of your preliminary mapping of the study area. Further 
details will be issued in class. 


9. 25/11  No session. Continue to work on your project in your own time, 
incorporating the information you collected in the field. (6 hours) 


10.  2/12  17. TUTORIALS – Part 2 


You are required to arrange a 20 minute tutorial to discuss the progress 
you have made with your research project. The tutorial does not have to 
take place during the normal slot. There is no formal session this week. 


11. 9/12 9.15-1.15 18. Bringing it all together: Producing your Research Report 


Although it will depend to some extent on your chosen project, this area of 
Quaternary science can, for some, be daunting to write-up because 
geomorphological interpretation and mapping is, for the most part, a 
qualitative rather than quantitative approach, with various uncertainties 
and paradigm issues. This session will guide you through these issues. It will 
also discuss the report structure and the importance of illustrations (e.g. 
maps, annotated photos) as a source of evidence to support the text. 
Please do not underestimate the extent to which poor illustrations can drag 
your grade down! 


   Christmas Break 


 5/1 9.15-1.15 Drop-in session (Note: This is on Tuesday rather than the normal 
Wednesday.) 


 13/1 3.00 Submit your research report. 


 


 


3. RESIDENTIAL FIELD TRIP 
The residential field trip will take place on 14-16 November 2015. Accommodation will be on a bed and 
breakfast basis, and travel during the field course will be by minibus. During the field course, you are responsible 
for your own meals (other than the breakfasts, which are included). 


A handbook for the field weekend will be issued separately. 
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4. ASSESSMENT 
There is ONE item of assessment: 


Summative 
Assessment Items 


Indicative Word Limit 
or equivalent (e.g. 
time)  


Weighting Learning Outcomes 
Assessed 


Anonymous 
Marking 


Research Project 3000 words 100% LOs 1, 2, 3, 4 Yes  
     


It is expected that the assignment will make extensive use of geomorphological maps, annotated aerial 
photographs, annotated photographs and diagrams. It is impossible to quantify what these are equivalent to in 
terms of word counts. 


The Research Project should be submitted NO LATER THAN Wednesday 13th January 2016. You are 
strongly encouraged to submit it before then. The assignment should be put through Turnitin (see below). 


4.1 Assessment Structure 
The suggested structure of the report is as follows: 


 Abstract [Provide a concise summary of your project, and do not forget to include the main 
findings; you are not writing a murder mystery] 


 Introduction [What is the study about? Why is it interesting/relevant/exciting? You should 
conclude this section by setting out the aims of the study] 


 Study Area [More detail on the study area, which may already have been introduced in the 
previous section. Topographic and geologic attributes, emphasising those that are of particular 
relevance. At the very least you should be using Digimap Carto for your topographic maps. Ideally, 
you should be using ArcMap.] 


 Previous Work [The literature review, which ought to be relevant to the present study. Do not be 
tempted to write about everything you can find. On the other hand, do not be too narrow in your 
scope either; you should refer to work from outside the Lake District, including – if relevant – from 
contemporary glacial environments). Be focussed and, at the end of the section, address the ‘So 
what?’ question.] 


 Methods [How did you go about completing the study? This is primarily about your approach to 
mapping.] 


 Geomorphological Evidence (or similar title) [This is about mapping and geomorphological 
interpretation. You will be provided with additional guidance on writing this section within the 
module. Suffice to say that the traditional ‘scientific’ separation of data presentation and analysis 
(i.e. your geomorphological mapping) and interpretation (in the Discussion section) is somewhat 
notional in this type of project, although you should aspire to objectivity.] 


 (Other Sections if relevant) 
 Discussion [You may wish to bring your geomorphological observations and interpretations 


together, providing a starting point for you to consider your results in the context of the wider 
literature. This section should, however, emphasise the latter.] 


 Conclusion [A concise summary of the project, albeit more detailed than the abstract and with 
references included. Do not include new material in this section. It is strongly recommended that 
the conclusion takes the form of a numbered list for clarity. If you have not done enough work on 
your project, the conclusion will inevitably be weak and a real giveaway.] 


 References [Harvard, of course. As third year students, you are expected to get this right.] 
 


In addition, you should include a contents page and a list of illustrations. 


By the time you have read all the journal articles (that you are expected to read for this module), you should have a 
very good understanding how to write a research paper such as this. That said, additional support is available if 
required. 
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4.2 Presentation 
A high standard of presentation is expected.  


 Photographs – You should include as many relevant photographs as necessary. It is often 
appropriate to include two versions of each photograph, one with annotations and one without. 
Annotations are not always necessary, unlike captions which MUST be provided for each 
photograph (and labelled figure 1…, figure 2.. etc.). Also, make sure you reproduce your 
photographs at a sufficient size for the features of interest to be visible (small, unclear photos will 
be ignored and will cost you marks!). Finally, make sure you print your photographs in colour 
where appropriate; monochrome may be cheaper, but subtle detail is lost. 


 Field sketches – Please do NOT include these unless your drawing ability and geomorphological 
knowledge are both of a high standard. Field sketches should be completed in the field, but their 
primary purpose is to help you understand what is going on. 


 Maps – Do NOT use Google Maps or similar for any of your maps. Instead, use Digimap Carto or 
ArcMap or a drawing package. Elevation data is available if you choose to use GIS, but other 
features will have to be downloaded from Digimap. 


 Aerial photographs – These are available for use in ArcMap, and can also be provided in other 
formats if you do not want to use GIS. Alternatively, you can use the Google Earth imagery. 


 


4.3 Important Notes 
1) Each assignment must be accompanied by an Assessment Tracking Sheet.  
2) Read the regulations about academic dishonesty (cheating), particularly the sections on 


referencing. Turnitin is used in this module (see section 4.5). 
3) Note also the penalties for late submission.  


 


4.4 Marking Criteria 
See over. 
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Element Grades A-, A, A+ (First 
class honours degree) 


Grades B-, B, B+ (Upper 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades, C-, C, C+ (Lower 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades D-, D, D+ (Third 
class honours degree) 


Fail: grade E (narrow 
fail) 


Fail: grade F (clear 
fail) 


Abstract An excellent, concise 
summary of the project aims 
and main findings. Subject 
terminology / technical terms 
will be employed as 
appropriate to communicate 
complex ideas using relatively 
few words. 


A good summary of the 
project aims and main 
findings, although too much 
attention will be devoted to 
background considerations 
and the main findings may not 
be fully addressed. Specialist 
terms will be used to help 
keep word count down. 


A reasonable attempt, 
although focussing much 
more on the background than 
the main findings. Specialist 
terms likely to be in short 
supply, and the abstract may 
seem quite wordy in relation 
to the amount of information 
actually conveyed. 


A poor attempt. This abstract 
is likely to read more like an 
introduction to the study, 
although even here the text 
may lack clarity. The findings 
of the project will probably be 
ignored or dealt with 
inadequately.  


A weak attempt, one 
which reads more like a 
poor introduction to the 
study. Terminology is 
likely to be used 
incorrectly, and 
fundamental errors are 
likely to be present. 


A very weak attempt. 
This is likely to comprise 
very little text, 
communicating nothing 
of substance. Substantial 
errors in use of 
terminology are likely to 
be present. 


Introduction An excellent introduction, 
providing the necessary 
context for the remainder of 
the report. Sufficient 
engagement with the 
literature will be necessary to 
provide the climate context, 
as well as provide an overview 
of the glacial 
geomorphological themes 
(that will subsequently be 
explored in more detail in the 
‘Previous Work’ section). 
Critical concepts will be 
emphasised as appropriate, as 
will the relevancy/ rationale 
of the project. All this will be 
clearly and concisely written, 
with illustrations used as 
appropriate. The aims of the 
study will be clearly stated.  


A good introduction, with 
some elements likely to be 
excellent. Engagement with 
the literature will be mostly 
good, enabling the project to 
be introduced, although 
coverage may be slightly 
unbalanced. Treatment of the 
material will be thorough, 
although in some cases the 
reader will be left to work out 
what the key elements are. 
Aims will be clearly stated, 
and will logically follow from 
the material presented 
previously.  


 


 


  


A reasonable introduction, 
although may be unbalanced 
in coverage. The context for 
the study will be provided, 
although engagement with 
the literature may be limited 
and the reader may be left 
slightly confused until they 
have read the literature 
review. The aims of the study 
will be presented, although 
not necessarily very clearly. 
Further, they may not 
logically follow from the 
preceding text. Illustrations 
may be sparse or absent 
altogether. 


The introduction will be okay 
in parts. Engagement with the 
literature in this section is 
likely to be rather limited, 
with few sources referred to 
these. Those that are referred 
to may be rather basic in 
nature (introductory 
textbooks rather than journal 
articles), and not always 
relevant. The aims may be 
rather vague, and bear little or 
no relation to the preceding 
text. 


A weak introduction, 
featuring very general 
and basic material. For 
example, attention may 
be devoted to very basic 
glacial 
geomorphological 
concepts, with a few 
attempts made here and 
there to make it relevant 
to the Lake District. 
Aims will be poorly 
defined or absent 
altogether. 


The introduction will 
read more like an 
elementary essay on 
glacial 
geomorphological 
processes. There will be 
no meaningful 
engagement with the 
relevant literature, and 
overall the introduction 
will fail to provide the 
necessary background to 
the project. 


Study Area The study area, which is likely 
to have been already 
mentioned in the 
introduction, will be discussed 
in more detail here. A 
comprehensive yet concise 
overview of the location, 
topography and geology will 
be provided, illustrated with 
high quality maps and, if 
necessary, photographs. The 


The study area, which is likely 
to have been already 
mentioned in the 
introduction, will be discussed 
in more detail here. An 
overview of the location, 
topography and geology will 
be provided. The emphasis 
will be on the basics, and 
some of the content may 
seem free-standing rather 


A reasonable overview of 
location and topography will 
be provided, along with a 
sentence or two on geology. 
The section is likely to be 
short, with maps in short 
supply. 


Some element will be dealt 
with satisfactorily, but other 
areas will be ignored. This 
section is likely to focus more 
on the Lake District as a 
whole rather than the study 
area in particular, and so the 
material presented will be 
rather generic. Maps are likely 
to be poor quality, possibly 


A fairly basic section 
focussing more on the 
Lake District in general 
rather than the study 
area. Some of the 
material will be 
irrelevant (e.g. 
information on tourism). 
Little of substance will 
be provided for the 
study area. 


A weak attempt, 
possibly comprising a 
few sentences of limited 
relevancy. No maps will 
be provided. 
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Element Grades A-, A, A+ (First 
class honours degree) 


Grades B-, B, B+ (Upper 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades, C-, C, C+ (Lower 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades D-, D, D+ (Third 
class honours degree) 


Fail: grade E (narrow 
fail) 


Fail: grade F (clear 
fail) 


maps will be professional and 
not screen-grabs from Google 
Earth or similar. 


than an integral part of the 
study. Maps will be provided, 
although presentation may 
not always be professional. 


screen-grans from Google 
Maps/ Earth. 


Previous Work (Literature 
Review) 


Thorough engagement with 
the literature (mainly journal 
articles), systematically 
building on the introduction. 
The material will be relevant 
and highly focussed, with 
numerous illustrations to help 
convey key concepts. The 
literature review will be 
clearly and logically 
structured; the reader will 
never be left wondering about 
the relevance of particular 
sub-sections. This section will 
culminate in a ‘so what?’ sub-
section (although with a 
different name), in which the 
writer summarises the key 
points that the reader needs 
to be aware before 
progressing further. The best 
examples are likely to include 
novel insights to the subject 
matter. Referencing will be 
excellent. 


Good engagement with the 
literature – journals and books 
used, although may have an 
emphasis on the latter.  
Mostly well referenced. Some 
sections will be excellent and 
highly relevant, but other 
sections may be included that 
are less relevant. Illustrations 
will be included, although 
they will not be as common as 
they should be.  


A few journal articles referred 
to, but mostly books.  
Generally limited engagement 
with the literature.  Use of 
non-academic internet 
resources.  Mostly well 
referenced. There will be 
enough here to support the 
remainder of the study, but 
significant portions may be 
rather basic and general in 
nature and add little value to 
the study. Illustrations may be 
limited or absent. 


Limited engagement with a 
few books and some low-level 
web sites.  Some references 
within the text. A few key 
journal articles may be 
mentioned, but there will be 
little evidence that these have 
actually been read and 
understood. Instead, the 
material presented will be 
rather general and basic 
throughout. 


Limited engagement.  
Some use of textbooks, 
possibly including first 
year textbooks, along 
with basic internet 
resources.  


Very little or no 
engagement with the 
wider literature.  Maybe 
some use of low-level 
internet resources. The 
text will be very generic. 


Methods A short but concisely written 
overview of the methods 
employed. This will focus on 
the approaches to desk-based 
and field-based mapping 
employed, with reference to 
software and field equipment 
as appropriate. A paragraph or 
two may suffice, possibly with 
illustrations. 


 


A good overview of the 
methods employed, although 
this may be bogged down 
with excessive detail on 
particular methods (e.g. use 
of ArcMap).  


A reasonable overview of the 
methods, although rather 
unbalanced. May focus on 
unnecessary detail, or in 
general be too wordy.  


The methods section will be 
okay in parts, but overall 
provides insufficient detail.  


A weak attempt, with 
little substantive 
information provided. 
May mostly neglect 
geomorphological 
mapping as a method 
and instead focus on the 
use of, say, a GPS unit. 


A poor attempt, 
probably comprising a 
few sentences. Little or 
no information on 
approaches to 
geomorphological 
mapping provided. 
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Element Grades A-, A, A+ (First 
class honours degree) 


Grades B-, B, B+ (Upper 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades, C-, C, C+ (Lower 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades D-, D, D+ (Third 
class honours degree) 


Fail: grade E (narrow 
fail) 


Fail: grade F (clear 
fail) 


Geomorphological 
Evidence 


Geomorphological mapping 
and interpretation will be of a 
very high standard, with 
detailed observations 
(supported with maps and 
photographs) and sound 
reasoning applied. Some 
attempt may be made to 
separate observations and 
interpretation, although the 
nature of the topic will make 
this difficult to do. GIS and/or 
Google Earth will be used for 
both interpretative and 
visualisation purposes. 
Included photographs will be 
relevant and, where 
appropriate, annotated to 
highlight key features. There 
may be some issues with the 
geomorphological 
interpretation, but this is not 
necessarily problematical as 
long as a reasoned and logical 
approach has been taken. The 
interpretation may feature 
some novel insights into the 
geomorphological record, and 
will build on previously 
published material. 


Geomorphological mapping 
and interpretation will be of a 
good standard, possibly 
excellent in places. 
Geomorphological maps will 
be professional and the 
interpretation will be mostly 
sound. The text will also be 
supported by numerous, 
relevant photos and diagrams. 
The text will be detailed and 
the geomorphological 
interpretation will be clearly 
outlined. There may be some 
errors in the interpretation, 
although nothing of a 
fundamental nature.   


A reasonable attempt, with at 
least one geomorphological 
map. However, this may lack 
sufficient detail and, more 
fundamentally, may contain 
numerous errors. Photographs 
and other illustrations may be 
sparse and/or lacking in 
relevance. The standard of 
presentation is likely to be 
disappointing. The 
accompanying text will be 
okay in places, but in places 
may be rather descriptive and 
basic in nature. 


The section will be 
disappointing, with key 
elements (e.g. a 
geomorphological map) either 
missing or very poor. 
Numerous photos may be 
included, but their relevancy 
will not always be clear and 
annotations/ captions will be 
scarce or absent. The 
accompanying text will be 
basic, but cover just enough 
ground for this section to be 
‘passable.’ In general, the 
geomorphological 
interpretation will be 
somewhat hit and miss, with 
numerous errors and 
confusion. To warrant a pass, 
there will have to be some 
original work present here. 


A weak section, 
demonstrating limited 
engagement and/or 
understanding of the 
research topic. Any 
geomorphological maps 
are likely to contain 
numerous errors, and 
will generally not form 
an integral part of the 
section. Some photos 
may be included, 
although their relevance 
will be unclear. The 
accompanying text will 
be lacking detail and 
contain too many errors 
for the section to be 
‘passable.’ 


A poor attempt. There 
will be little or no real 
engagement with the 
geomorphological 
evidence. Very little of 
substance will be 
presented, and that 
which is provided will be 
riddled with errors. The 
section will be 
excessively short. 


Discussion An excellent discussion of the 
results, with the emphasis 
placed on their relationship to 
the wider literature. The latter 
will include the latest research 
published in peer-reviewed 
journals. The key concepts 
and issues will be clearly 
identified, and the relevance 
of the study will be revisited.  


A good discussion of the 
results in the context of the 
wider literature, although the 
latter will be limited in nature 
and not necessarily feature 
the latest research.  


A reasonably good attempt, 
although the balance may be 
uneven. Engagement with the 
wider literature is likely to be 
limited, with too much 
emphasis placed on key 
textbooks and a few journal 
articles. The key findings to 
emerge from the research 
may not be clearly 
highlighted, and the relevance 
of the project may be ignored. 


The discussion may read more 
like a general essay on glacial 
geomorphological processes, 
with limited reference to the 
results section. The relevancy 
of some of the text will be far 
from obvious. 


Weak, with limited 
reference to the results. 
The text reads more like 
a very basic essay on 
glacial 
geomorphological 
processes, and the 
relevancy of most of the 
text will be unclear. 


Very insubstantial, with 
no meaningful reference 
to the results. The wider 
literature, if discussed, is 
likely to comprise a few 
basic sources.  
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Element Grades A-, A, A+ (First 
class honours degree) 


Grades B-, B, B+ (Upper 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades, C-, C, C+ (Lower 
second class honours 
degree) 


Grades D-, D, D+ (Third 
class honours degree) 


Fail: grade E (narrow 
fail) 


Fail: grade F (clear 
fail) 


Conclusion Concise and informative 
conclusion, written using the 
language of the discipline. 


A slightly lengthy conclusion, 
although the key points are 
addressed. Appropriate 
terminology is used.  


A reasonable attempt, 
although may be wordy and 
lack a clear structure. New 
material may be mistakenly 
introduced at this stage. 


A weak attempt, missing 
some important points and 
including unnecessary detail. 
New material may be 
mistakenly introduced.  


Short and poorly 
structured, containing 
irrelevant material. Will 
seem to bear little 
relationship to the 
remainder of the project. 


Excessively short, mostly 
comprising irrelevant 
material.  
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4.5 Turnitin 


 


Turnitin is an online service that checks an electronic copy of your assignment for plagiarism, cheating or 
collusion between students. You are required to submit your assignment to Turnitin via the link in Blackboard 
in the GEOG3123 site. No additional passwords are required. Your provisional mark and electronic feedback 
will not be released until the Turnitin report has been submitted. 


You are still required to submit a paper copy of your assignment as normal. If you experience any difficulties 
using the Turnitin service, do not let this delay you from submitting assignment.  


 


4.6 Previous Student Performance 
 


Year Number of students 
taking module 


Number of students 
passing module (at first 


attempt) 


Percentage of students who 
obtained a B- or better (i.e. upper 


second or first class grade) 


2014/15 11 10 70% 


2013/14 19 18 58% 


2012/13 19 18 44% 


2011/12 15 15 73% 


 


Performance sometimes suffers in this module when students decide that they need to devote extra time 
and effort to their Independent Studies, usually after realising that they have not done nearly enough work 
(the panic usually sets in during November). Prioritising the Independent Study in this way inevitably has a 
detrimental impact on other modules. Please do not let yourself fall into this position. 


 


5. ATTENDANCE 
Attendance at all sessions is considered important for successful completion of the module. An attendance 
register will be taken at each session. If you cannot attend for any genuine reason (e.g. illness) you are expected 
to e-mail the module tutor. Persistent non-attendance will require an explanation, in person, initially with the 
module tutor. 


 


6. RESOURCES 
The Blackboard Learning System should be checked regularly to access module materials and view any 
announcements from module tutors.  To access this, log onto the University network, go to the ‘Student On-
Line Environment (SOLE)’ page, and click on the ‘Blackboard Learning System’.  You’ll then need to log on using 
your student login and password.  This will lead you to a list of modules you are currently taking.  Some useful 
references will be uploaded, so please check the module homepage regularly. 


 
  



http://www.submit.ac.uk/en_gb/home





12 


 


7. WORK  
In addition to the formal contact hours you will be expected to engage in independent study each week. This is 
an essential part of your degree. The following requirements are in place concerning study in your own time 


 You are expected to do a minimum of four hours’ independent study per week for this module 


 In this module this may involve: reading for lectures, planning for assignments, online activities 
and  other activities set by the tutor 


 It is essential, therefore, that you plan time in your weekly schedule for independent academic 
study 


 
8. ACADEMIC WRITING 
You will be graded on the quality of your writing as well as the content, i.e. how you write as well as what you 
write. This will include 


 The ability to present your material in an appropriate format 


 The ability to present your work in grammatically correct English (sentences, paragraphs, 
apostrophes etc.) 


 The correct use of references based on the Harvard system. 


 Poor English and referencing can lose you up to two grade points per assignment (this will not 
apply to students having support from the Disability & Dyslexia Service). 


 


Additional help is available for those that need it via the ‘Learning Support’ links on the University Student 
homepage. These include links to the Disability and Dyslexia Service:  
http://www.worcester.ac.uk/student-services/disability-and-dyslexia.htm 
 
The Study Skills web pages (including info on writing essays and writing reports):- 
http://www.worc.ac.uk/studyskills/ 
 
The University guide to using the Harvard Referencing System is available at:- 
http://www.worc.ac.uk/ils/documents/Harvard_referencing.pdf 
 


9. FEEDBACK 
Student feedback is extremely important to us and we value your comments as it helps us to revise and adapt 
our courses based upon your experience. You will be provided with an opportunity to give feedback at the end 
of the module when you will be asked to complete a module evaluation form. 


Feedback from last year’s cohort indicated a high level of satisfaction with the module, with the field trip in 
particular coming in for praise.  Students also liked the project-based nature of the module, with the 
assignment considered by many to be good practice for the Independent Study. Students also commented that 
choosing assignment options felt a bit rushed, and one or two felt that the grading criteria could have been 
clearer. Two students said that the residential fieldwork should not be in the same week as the Independent 
Study Conference (last year, students returned the day before the conference; this had been clearly flagged up 
to students). The latter has been addressed by bring the fieldwork forward by a few days, but this does mean 
that it runs over a weekend. As for grading criteria, this is something that will be considered in class, although it 
has never been an issue before. There is a limit to how much detail can be provided in such guidelines. 


In normal circumstances assessment items will be marked and returned to students within 20 working days of 
the due date. You will receive an automatic notification via email when the work and feedback is ready for 
collection. 


It is important that you read the comments (i) on the electronic feedback provided via your SOLE page; (ii) on 
the margins of your assignment (which can be collected from the usual place). This feedback will contain 
comments and advice which will enable you to improve your performance in subsequent assessments. Feel free 
to contact your tutor if you have questions about feedback. 



http://www.worcester.ac.uk/student-services/disability-and-dyslexia.htm

http://www.worc.ac.uk/studyskills/

http://www.worc.ac.uk/ils/documents/Harvard_referencing.pdf
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10. READING 
The library is well stocked with books and journals for this module.  Please access library resources via the 
LibGuides page (http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/geography), but you will need to log-in for access to all material. 
If you are struggling to access a particular resource, please email the subject librarian team at 
askalibrarian@worc.ac.uk . 


 


Set Text 
Benn, D. and Evans, D.J.A. (2010) Glaciers and Glaciation (2nd ed). Hodder Education.  


** Good News! This is now available as an e-book (and a very expensive one at that!). Access through the 
http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/geography , using the search facility. ** 


Essential Reading 
Evans, D.J.A. (2003) Glacial Landsystems. Hodder Arnold. [available as an e-book] 


Benn, D.I. (1992) The genesis and significance of ‘hummocky moraine’: evidence from the Isle of Skye, Scotland. 
Quaternary Science Reviews, 11, 781–800. 


Bennett, M.R. (1994) Morphological evidence as a guide to deglaciation following the Loch Lomond Readvance: 
a review of research approaches and models. Scottish Geographical Magazine, 110, 24–32 


Manley, G (1959). The late-glacial climate of north-west England. Liverpool and Manchester Geological Journal, 
2, 188 - 215. 


Sissons, J.B. (1980) The Loch Lomond Advance in the Lake District, northern England. Transactions of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh: Earth Sciences, 71, 13–27. 


Further Reading 
Ballantyne, C.K. (2007) Loch Lomond Stadial glaciers in North Harris, Outer Hebrides, North-West Scotland: 
glacier reconstruction and Palaeoclimatic implications. Quaternary Science Reviews, 26, 3134-3149 


Benn, D.I., Lowe, J.J. and Walker, M.J.C. (1992) Glacier response to climate change during the Loch Lomond 
Stadial and early Flandrian: geomorphological and palynological evidence from the Isle of Skye, Scotland. 
Journal of Quaternary Science, 7, 125–144. 


Benn, D.I. and Lukas, S. (2006) Younger Dryas glacial landsystems in North West Scotland: an assessment of 
modern analogues and Palaeoclimatic implications. Quaternary Science Reviews, 25, 2390-2408 


Bennett, M.R. and Boulton, G.S. (1993a) A reinterpretation of Scottish ‘hummocky moraine’ and its significance 
for the deglaciation of the Scottish Highlands during the Younger Dryas or Loch Lomond Stadial. Geological 
Magazine, 130, 301–318 


Bennett, M.R. and Boulton, G.S. (1993b) Deglaciation of the Younger Dryas or Loch Lomond Stadial ice-field in 
the northern Highlands, Scotland. Journal of Quaternary Science, 8, 147–159. 


Bennett, M.R. and Glasser, N. (1996) Glacial Geology: Ice Sheets and Landforms. Wiley 


Brown, V.H., Evans, D.J.A. and Evans, I.S. (2011) The Glacial Geomorphology and Surficial Geology of the South-
West English Lake District. Journal of Maps, 2011, 221-243 


Brown, V.H., Evans, D.J.A., Vieli, A. and Evans, I.S. (2013) The Younger Dryas in the English Lake District: 
reconciling geomorphological evidence with numerical model outputs. Boreas, 10.1111/bor.12020. ISSN 0300-
9483. 


Chinn, T.J.H. (1979) Moraine forms and their recognition on steep slopes. In: Scluchter, Ch. (Ed.) Moraines and 
Varves. Balkema, Rotterdam. 


Finlayson, A.G. (2006) Glacial Geomorphology of the Creagh Meagaidh Massif, Western Grampian Highlands: 
Implications for Local Glaciation and Palaeoclimate during the Loch Lomond Stadial. Scottish Geographical 
Journal, 122, 293-307 


Golledge, N.R. (2007) An ice cap landsystem for palaeoglciological reconstructions: characterizing the Younger 
Dryas in western Scotland. Quaternary Science Reviews, 26, 213-229 



http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/geography

mailto:askalibrarian@worc.ac.uk

http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/geography
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Golledge, N.R. (2007) Sedimentology, stratigraphy, and glacier dynamics, western Scottish Highlands. 
Quaternary Research, 68, 79-95 


Gray, J.M. and Coxon, P. (1991) The Loch Lomond Stadial glaciation in Britain and Ireland. In: Ehlers, J., Gibbard, 
P.L. and Rose, J. (eds.) Glacial Deposits in Great Britain and Ireland (edited by), Balkema, Rotterdam, 89–105. 


Hambrey, M.J. (1994) Glacial Environments. UCL Press 


Hooke, R. (1998) Principles of Glacier Mechanics. Prentice Hall. 


Hubbard, B. and Glasser, N. (2005) Field Techniques in Glaciology and Glacial Geomorphology. Wiley. 


Knight, P. (1999) Glaciers. Stanley Thorne. 


Lukas, S. and Bradwell, T. (2010) Reconstruction of a Lateglacial (Younger Dryas) mountain ice field in 
Sutherland, northwestern Scotland, and its palaeoclimatic implications. Journal of Quaternary Science, 25, 567-
580 


McDougall, D.A. (2001) The geomorphological impact of Loch Lomond (Younger Dryas) Stadial plateau icefields 
in the central Lake District, northwest England. Journal of Quaternary Science, 16, 531-543 


McDougall, D.A. (2013) Glaciation style and the geomorphological record: evidence for Younger Dryas glaciers 
in the eastern Lake District, northwest England. Quaternary Science Reviews, 73, 48-58 


Menzies, J. (1995) Modern Glacial Environments: Processes, Dynamics and Sediments. Butterworth-Heinemann. 


Menzies, J. (ed.) (1996) Past Glacial Environments: Sediments, Forms and Techniques. Butterworth Heinemann. 


Nesje, A. and Dahl, S. (2000) Glaciers and Environmental Change. Arnold. 


Paterson, W.S.B. (1994) The Physics of Glaciers (3rd ed.). Pergamon 


Pennington, W. (1978). Quaternary Geology. IN: Moseley, F. (ed.), Geology of the Lake District, 207-255. 
Yorkshire Geological Society, Leeds. 


Price, R.J. (1983) Scotland’s environment during the last 30,000 years. Scottish Academic Press, Edinburgh. 


Sissons, J.B. (1967) The Evolution of Scotland’s Scenery. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh. 


Sugden D.E. and John B.S. (1976) Glaciers and Landscape. Edward Arnold. 


Wilson, P., Schnabel, C., Wilcken, K.M., and Vincent, P.J. (2013) Surface exposure dating (36Cl and 10Be) of post-
Last Glacial Maximum valley moraines, Lake District, northwest England: some issues and implications. Journal 
of Quaternary Science, 28(4) 379–390 
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11. LIBRARY AND IT SERVICES  
The University Library is based in The Hive (Europe’s first joint University and Public Library) which is located 
close to the City Campus. The Hive provides books, journals and online resources, has full wireless coverage, 
250 computers which you can book in advance, along with access to laptop points and plenty of printers.  In 
addition, there are 800 study stations and space to suit different needs from group work to individual silent 
research.  Students automatically become members of the library on registering, and normally receive an 
ID/library card.  


The Hive (joint academic/public library) 8:30 – 22:00 7 days a week (excluding bank 
holidays) www.thehiveworcester.org  


Peirson Building, St Johns 24/7 PC access, study space, student services 


Charles Hastings Social Learning, City Campus 24/7 PC access, social study space  


Riverside Learning Exchange 8:30 – 21:30 Mon-Fri, PC access 


8:30 – 15:30 Sat and Sun, PC access 


Resource Lists http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/ 


Library website www.worc.ac.uk/library   


Library enquiries askalibrarian@worc.ac.uk  


E-Learning Support Team (including Blackboard) eos@worc.ac.uk  


Library Services on Facebook www.facebook.com/uwlibservices  


Library Service on Twitter https://twitter.com/uwlibservices  


Videos on You Tube www.youtube.com/worcesteralt   


Support and advice for students and staff 
Academic Liaison Librarians provide both formal teaching sessions and one-to-one appointments on 
information and research skills, which enable students to search for, retrieve, organize and evaluate information 
effectively and ethically. Librarians also provide advice on the selection of resources, and provide a range of 
services and tools to keep students and staff up to date and aware of how to search effectively. The librarian for 
the Institute of Science & the Environment is Shona Raymond (s.raymond@worc.ac.uk). Academic Librarians 
are normally based in the Peirson building (PNG008), but can be on duty or teaching at any site, including the 
Hive. 


Books, teaching resources and journals 
The Hive has an extensive collection of books relating to Science & the Environment. We also have a growing 
collection of e-books, available to read online (accessible through the library catalogue). You will need your ID 
card to borrow material from the library, and loan periods include Short Loan (2-day), High Demand (2-week) 
and 3-week. Normally UW students can borrow up to 12 2-week loans, up to 12 3-week loans and up to 3 Short 
Loans at any one time. 


The library holds a range of print journals of relevance to Science & the Environment, on Level 4 of the Hive. 
However, many of our journals are accessible solely or additionally online (through ‘Library Search’) making 
them more accessible to students who are not on campus or in the library building. You will be expected to 
carry out online research. 


Remember to renew or return your books on time 
These are currently 15p per day for 2- and 3-week loans, and £1 per day for Short Loans. You will receive 
reminders to your student email account, but you are responsible for all items on your library record. You can 
see your record by going to the Student portal and clicking on ‘Library Account’. We recommend that students 
keep a diary or set an alert on their mobile phone to remind them to renew their books in good time, before the 
day they are due to be returned. Non-receipt of emails is not normally acceptable as a reason to waive fines, 
they are sent as a courtesy only. If an item is reserved, it cannot be renewed and must be returned on time. 
Please do not disadvantage other library users by holding on to books after the due date. When you borrow a 
book, it cannot be recalled to an earlier date, so you are advised to use the book in that time, and not assume it 
can be renewed after 2/3 weeks.  



http://www.thehiveworcester.org/

http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/

mailto:askalibrarian@worc.ac.uk

mailto:eos@worc.ac.uk

http://www.facebook.com/uwlibservices

https://twitter.com/uwlibservices

http://www.youtube.com/worcesteralt

mailto:s.raymond@worc.ac.uk
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Resource Lists 
The University’s reading list & digitisation system, Talis Aspire, enables module owners to set up online 
resource lists that can be accessed by students  http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/ These are fully integrated into 
the virtual learning environment, Blackboard and provide easy access to online content, including digitized 
chapters and articles. 


Online resources 
To ensure full access to all of our paid-for resources you must first log in to your student portal, then click on 
the ‘Library Search’ link. From this page you can access the full range of online resources: 


• Library Search, the library search tool, covers approximately 97% of all online library resources, 
including e-journal articles, e-books and the library catalogue as well as many other types of resource.  


• Libguides provide a good starting point for subject-specific library resources, referencing and literature 
searching as well as recommended websites and resource advice.  


• Library catalogue provides users with access to the library’s hardcopy and e-book holdings as well as 
library account facilities including renewal or reservation of items.  


The library subscribes to Academic Search Complete, Wiley Online Library, Science Direct and other 
research databases relevant to the sciences which provide electronic access to full text journal articles. My 
iLibrary and Dawson Era provide access to a growing collection of e-books, and many of the titles available are 
set or essential texts.  


Advice about Harvard referencing is available via the “Referencing” tab on Libguides. Students have access to 
the Harvard Guide online and are also given a hardcopy to keep during their Library induction.  


Using other libraries 
The SCONUL Access scheme enables staff, research students, full time postgraduates and part-time, distance 
learning and placement students to borrow material from other higher education libraries participating in the 
scheme. To check your eligibility and member libraries, visit http://www.access.sconul.ac.uk/.  


There is also an Inter Library Requests service that aims to provide access to material that is not available from 
the University. For more information see http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/ilr. 


ICT Services 
ICT technicians are available to help and advise students and staff on matters relating to ICT or equipment hire. 
Photocopying, laminating and binding services are also provided by ILS. Library and social learning spaces at St 
John’s, Riverside and City Campuses provide access to a large number of PCs, with many more across the 
university. Wireless Internet connectivity is available across campus, with many laptop-enabled spaces. All 
machines have access to the Internet, Microsoft Office and networked printing facilities. All students are given a 
University of Worcester network account providing them with access to University PCs and a range of online 
facilities including a University email account, the library’s subscription databases and online resources, and the 
virtual learning environment (Blackboard). Please note that in the Hive, students should prefix their username 
with uni\ when logging in to PCs (staff use worc\). 


ICT Support Contacts 
ICT Help Guides  http://www.worc.ac.uk/ict/guides/  


Service Status Page http://servicestatus.worc.ac.uk    


Self-service Portal https://servicedesk.worc.ac.uk  


Telephone Support 01905 85 7500 


 


 


 


 


 


  



http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/

http://www.worc.ac.uk/ils/documents/Harvard_referencing.pdf

http://www.access.sconul.ac.uk/

http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/ilr

http://www.worc.ac.uk/ict/guides/

http://servicestatus.worc.ac.uk/

https://servicedesk.worc.ac.uk/
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GEOG 3133: TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING 


 


 
 


HEATHER BARRETT 
 
 







         GEOG 3133: TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
 
Time:  Tuesdays 9.15 a.m. – 1.15 p.m. 


 


Room:  CHG009 (Charles Hastings Building, City Campus) 


   


Tutor:  Heather Barrett (Room WB171 (Woodbury Building), tel. 855191, 
h.barrett@worc.ac.uk) 


 


Module Themes 
 
The module builds on an understanding of key issues within urban and rural contexts and of 
the inter-relationships between town and country by considering approaches to managing 
these areas.  The development of the formalised town and country planning system in Britain 
in the post-war period has had a considerable impact on the processes of change in urban and 
rural areas. 
 
The module will begin with an introduction to the nature of planning and a review of the 
evolution of the British Town and Country Planning system from the pre-war period to the 
present.  It will examine the structure and operation of the planning process and its impact on 
urban and rural areas, considering its key institutions, organisations and actors and the 
ideologies underpinning planning.  It will utilise specific case studies to exemplify key 
contemporary planning issues, such as sustainability, participation, housing provision, 
transport planning, heritage planning and landscape and biodiversity. 
 


 


Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
On completion of the module, a successful student will be able to: 
 


1. Identify and critically assess the nature of urban and rural planning problems and the 
need for constructive policies for their resolution 


2. Compare and critically evaluate competing approaches to the development and 
planning of urban and rural areas and the roles of the actors concerned 


3. Independently research and evaluate primary materials (e.g. field observations and 
analysis of planning documents) 


4. Work co-operatively and sympathetically with others to research and present material 
for a role-play exercise 


5. Employ empathy and reflection in order to appreciate the variety of roles and view 
points within the planning process (as part of the role-play exercise) 


 
 


Attendance 


 


Whilst attendance at taught sessions is not compulsory tutors expect students to attend all 
timetabled sessions.  This ensures active participation in all parts of the learning process 


which is essential to effective understanding.  In addition the timetabled time relates to the 
module's assessment requirements; absence from taught sessions will mean you may miss 
information that is relevant to what you are asked to submit for assessment. 
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Change to the module following feedback from students taking the module last year 


 
 


Overall responses to the module in terms of organisation, content, resourcing and 
assessment were positive.  The module seems to be running well, is enjoyed by students 
and provides them with interest and challenge.  In particular the mock inquiry was enjoyed 
and seen as different.  The field visits, input from planning officers and the group work were 
enjoyed.  The good variety of material was also commented on.  One area of suggested 
development was the timing and planning for the mock inquiry – more sharing of group 
ideas before the presentation and an earlier date for the inquiry.  This dovetails with a 
comment made by the external examiner at the exam board and therefore there will be a 
slight reorganisation in the module sessions, with the mock inquiry moved slightly earlier. 
 


Key changes made: 


 


 Date of planning inquiry moved forward one week, with an extra preparation session 
added in the week before.  Also taught material in sessions will be linked more 
explicitly to inquiry issues. 


 


 
 







PROGRAMME: 


 


Week 1 Tuesday 2
nd


 
February 


 
Introduction to town and country planning (traditions, 


processes, actors and issues) 
 


Week 2 Tuesday 9
th
 


February 
 


Influencing planning – power, participation and protest 
 


Week 3 Tuesday 16
th
 


February 
 


Planning – the sustainability agenda 
 


Week 4 Tuesday 23
rd
 


February 
 


The people where will they go?  Planning for housing 
(including new settlements) 


 


Week 5 Tuesday 1
st
 


March 
 


Planning at the urban/rural fringe - visit to inquiry 


case study site 


 


Week 6 Tuesday 8
th
 


March 
 


Transport planning 
 


Week 7 Tuesday 15
th
 


March 
 


Landscape and biodiversity in planning 


 


  Easter Vacation 
 


Week 8 
 


Tuesday 5
th
 


April 
 


Heritage planning 
 


Week 9 Tuesday 12
th
 


April
 


 
Planning inquiry ‘pre-hearing’ -  


inquiry preparation session 
 


Week 10 Tuesday 19
th
  


April 
 


Student led seminar: Planning Inquiry into proposed 


housing development on Worcester’s urban-rural 


fringe 
 


Week 11 Tuesday 26
th
 


April 
 


Planning – review of current concerns and future issues 
 


Week 12 Tuesday 3
th
 


May 
 


Seminar feedback and report tutorials 


 


Week 13 
 


Tuesday 10
th
 


May 
 


Assignment tutorial time available 
 


Week 14 Tuesday 17
th


  


 May 


 


Seminar reports to be submitted electronically via 


Student SOLE by 3 p.m. 
 







ASSESSMENT: 
 


A; GROUP PLANNING INQUIRY ROLE PLAY EXERCISE (35%)  


(Deadline: Tuesday 19
th


 April) 
 
Assesses Learning Outcomes: 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 
As a group you will give a seminar presentation which will form part of the ‘evidence' submitted 
to a mock public planning inquiry into a proposed edge of city, urban village development.  As 
Cullingworth and Nadin (1997) state: 
 
 "The planning inquiry is a microcosm of the land use planning system, and it 


reflects many of its competing positions and underlying conflicts of interest.  It 
is perhaps in the inquiry where the clash of ideologies is most easily seen." 
(p.296) 


 
In small groups, you will elect to represent one of the key sets of participants in the inquiry 
from the list provided, and prepare a presentation either in favour or against the development, 
depending on your group’s perspective, highlighting issues of particular concern to the 
organisation that you represent. 
 


Presentations should make use of visual material, such as a Powerpoint or Prezzi 
presentation, and should be about 10 to 15 minutes in length.  As a group you will also be 
asked to defend/support your opinions and ideas in the inquiry debate that will follow the 
presented ‘evidence'. 
 
Presentations will be assessed in terms of: 
 


 The clarity of your visual material and your presentation skills 


 Your ability to clearly structure your evidence and to highlight key points 


 The content of your evidence in terms of the quality of the ideas expressed (including 
degree of critical reference to key planning theories, relevant policy documentation and 
comparative case study materials) 


 Evidence of teamwork in carrying out research, delivering your evidence, and defending 
your viewpoint. 


 


PLEASE NOTE:  


 


1; A COPY OF THE OUTLINE AND MAIN POINTS OF EACH GROUP’S CASE AND 


PRESENTATION MUST BE CIRCULATED TO ALL OTHER GROUPS AND THE MODULE 


TUTOR BY MONDAY 11
TH


 APRIL. 


 


2; A COPY OF THE MATERIAL PRESENTED IN THE INQUIRY MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 


THE GROUP AT THE END OF THE INQUIRY SESSION 


 


3; AN ASSIGNMENT TRACKING SHEET FOR EACH MEMBER OF THE GROUP MUST BE 


HANDED IN AT THE END OF THE INQUIRY SESSION 


 


4; YOUR GRADE WILL BE BASED ON BOTH THE OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF YOUR 


PRESENTATION AND YOUR INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE GROUP TASK – YOU 


WILL THEREFORE RECEIVE AN INDIVIDUAL GRADE. 
 
 







Assignment Feedback – when and how feedback will be provided: 
 


Inquiry preparation – oral feedback during the taught sessions (week 9 specifically) and 
group tutorials as requested 


Inquiry presentation – oral feedback during the feedback tutorial in week 12 and electronic 
feedback.  You may also book an individual tutorial with the module tutor to gain further oral 
feedback on this assignment. 


 


 


B; INDIVIDUAL CRITICAL EVALUATION (2000 WORDS) (65%)   


(Deadline: Tuesday 17
th


 May). 


 


To be submitted electronically via Student SOLE by 3pm on the deadline date. 
  
Assesses Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3 and 5 
 


The second assignment consists of an individual critical evaluation of the case presented by 
the group in relation to the other the other evidence presented at the inquiry and also the wider 
planning context of their case and key concerns, linking these to wider debates within the 
planning literature.  Your report should therefore include: 
 


 An overview of your group's presentation and key arguments placed in the context of 
both wider planning concerns and the local development situation. 


 Critical evaluation of your ideas in relation to other case material presented at the 
inquiry. 


 Critical evaluation of your key concerns relating to the particular development in the 
context of wider planning debates.  This critical evaluation should make reference to 
planning theories and research from the academic literature, relevant policy 
documentation and government guidance and comparative case material where 
appropriate. 


 


PLEASE NOTE THAT REPORTS SHOULD INCLUDE A FULL BIBLIOGRAPHY, WITH 


SOURCES REFERRED TO IN THE TEXT WHERE APPROPRIATE 
 
The evaluations will be assessed in terms of: 
 


 The degree to which your evidence is located within broader thematic and ideological 
contexts 


 The extent of critical evaluation of evidence attempted 


 The range of bibliographic and other sources used 


 The clarity of structure, expression and referencing in your work 
 
Assignment Feedback – when and how feedback will be provided: 
 


Inquiry preparation – oral feedback during the taught sessions and individual tutorials as 
requested 


Inquiry critical evaluation – oral feedback during feedback tutorials in week 12 and 
electronic written feedback.  You will be notified via SOLE when the feedback is available – 
this will be within 20 working days of the deadline submission date for the assignment (see ISE 
Assessment Policy).  You may also book an individual tutorial with the module tutor to gain 
further oral feedback on this assignment. 
 
 







Assessment Regulations 


 Late submission of coursework 


All coursework must be submitted by the 3 pm deadline. Work submitted after the 


deadline, but within 5 days of it will be considered a late submission and the 


grade will be capped at the minimum pass grade. 


Students who submit coursework later than five days but within fourteen days of the 
published due date will not have the work marked.  Students who have a claim of 
mitigating circumstances upheld and have submitted the assessment item within 
fourteen days of the due date, the original assessment item will be marked. In all other 
cases the student will be required to complete a new assessment item. 


In order for a submission to be awarded 0% or higher a student must make a genuine 
attempt at the assessment item in the opinion of the Board of Examiners. For example, 
submitting an academic response to the assessment task such as a detailed plan which 
has been appropriately referenced. If a student fails to meet these requirements it will be 
counted as an attempt and marked as 0 with a grade of NS (non-submission). 


 Non-submission of assessment items 


Students who fail to submit an item of assessment or attend an examination will 


be required to undertake reassessment of the item(s) not submitted, with the 


grade capped at the minimum pass grade. An undergraduate student who fails 90 
credits due to non-submission will be required to leave the course and the University and 
will not have the opportunity to retake the year. 


 Mitigating Circumstances 


Where a student is unable to submit an assessment item by the due date because of 
illness or other valid reasons (“Mitigating Circumstances”) a student may submit an 
application to the Mitigations Committee (see `Procedures for dealing with claims of 
exceptional mitigating circumstances’) 


 


Student Support 
 


Disability and Dyslexia Service: this is aimed at students with dyslexia or those who think 
they might have dyslexia and would like to be assessed. They also help students with 
sensory impairments, mobility difficulties, autism/Asperger syndrome and a variety of 
medical conditions. This is not a definitive list so do just ask or check their web pages if you 
are unsure. http://www.worcester.ac.uk/student-services/disability-and-dyslexia.htm 
 


Information and Learning Services: information and services available to all students 


http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/.  Also see the ILS Guide below. 
 


Help with Academic Writing: Writer in Residence – Duncan Forbes, RLF Fellow 
 
Duncan is available to help with academic writing, whatever the discipline or level. 
He advises on a confidential, one-to-one basis and can comment on work or work in 
progress. The advice can cover such areas as expression, style, accuracy, planning, 
structure and relevance. 


Duncan is at the university from 9 – 5 on Mondays and Tuesdays. An appointment can be 


booked by email and will generally last for about 45 minutes, depending on what is needed. 
If possible, please email him in advance sample work or work in progress so that he has 



http://www.worcester.ac.uk/registryservices/documents/Proceduresformitigatingcircumstances.pdf

http://www.worcester.ac.uk/registryservices/documents/Proceduresformitigatingcircumstances.pdf

http://www.worcester.ac.uk/student-services/disability-and-dyslexia.htm
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some material to consider.  The service is free and is sponsored by the Royal Literary Fund 
which provides over eighty such fellows in universities and institutes of higher education 
throughout the UK. 
Duncan Forbes, RLF Fellow 
rlfwriterinresidence@worc.ac.uk or d.forbes@worc.ac.uk 
  
   


Harvard Referencing Guide:  
http://libguides.worc.ac.uk/guides/study-skills/referencing 
  


 


READING: INTRODUCTORY TEXTS 
 
Key Text: 
 
Cullingworth, J.A.,  Town and County, Planning in the UK  Routledge      
et. al. (2015)   (15th edit.) 
 


(The earlier 14
th


 edition (2006) is also available as an e-book) 
 


 


Other Introductory Texts: 
 
Allmendinger, P &  Urban Planning and the British New Right Routledge 
Thomas, H. (1996) (eds) 
 
Bishop, K. & Phillips, A. Countryside Planning    Earthscan 
(2004) 
 
Campbell, S. & Fainstein, Readings in Planning Theory, (3


rd
 edit.) Blackwell 


S. (2012) (eds) 
 
Cherry, G. (1996)  Town Planning in Britain since 1900  Blackwell  
 
Gallent, N. (2008)  Introduction to Rural Planning   Routledge 
 
Gilg, A (1999)   Perspectives on British Rural Planning  Ashgate 
    Policy       
 
Greed, C. (1996)  Introducing Town Planning (2


nd
 edit.)  Longman 


 
Greed, C. (1994)  Women and Planning    Routledge 
 
Hall, P. & Tewdwr-Jones, Urban and Regional Planning, 5


th
 edit  Routledge              


M. (2011) 
 
Hall, P. (2002)   Cities of Tomorrow, 3


rd
 edit.   Blackwell 


 
Hedicar, P. (2009)  Transport Policy and Planning in GB   Routledge 
 
Oxley, M. (2004)  Economics, Planning and Housing  Palgrave 
 
Pinder, D. (2005)  Visions of the City    EUP 
 



mailto:rlfwriterinresidence@worc.ac.uk
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Smith-Morris, E. (1997) British Town Planning and Urban   Longman 
    Design 
 
Tewdwr-Jones, M. (2002) Planning Polity     Routledge 
 
Ward, S.V. (2004)  Planning and Urban Change   Sage 


 


 


 PLANNING JOURNALS ONLINE 
 
The following journals are available as ‘full-text’ journals through Academic Search Premier 
(available through Resources Online): 
 


 European Planning Studies 
 


 International Planning Studies 
 


 Journal of the American Planning Association 
 


 Journal of Urban Planning and Development 
 


 Planning 
 


 Planning Perspectives 
 


 Planning Practice and Research 
 


 Planning Theory and Practice 
 


 Landscape and Urban Planning 


 







 


 
Library and IT Services 


 
The University Library is based in The Hive (Europe’s first joint University and Public Library) 
which is located close to the City Campus. The Hive provides books, journals and online 
resources, has full wireless coverage, 250 computers which you can book in advance, along 
with access to laptop points and plenty of printers.  In addition, there are 800 study stations 
and space to suit different needs from group work to individual silent research.  Students 
automatically become members of the library on registering, and normally receive an 
ID/library card.  
 


The Hive (joint academic/public library) 8:30 – 22:00 7 days a week (excluding 
bank holidays) 


Peirson Building, St Johns 24/7 PC access, study space, student 
services 


Charles Hastings Social Learning, City 
Campus 


24/7 PC access, social study space  


Riverside Learning Exchange 8:30 – 21:30 Mon-Fri, PC access 
8:30 – 15:30 Sat and Sun, PC access 


Library website www.worc.ac.uk/library   


Resource Lists http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/ 


Library enquiries askalibrarian@worc.ac.uk  


E-Learning Support Team (including 
Blackboard) 


eos@worc.ac.uk  


Library Services on Facebook www.facebook.com/uwlibservices  


Library Service on Twitter https://twitter.com/uwlibservices  


Videos on You Tube www.youtube.com/worcesteralt   


 


Support and advice for students and staff 
Academic Liaison Librarians provide both formal teaching sessions and one-to-one 
appointments on information and research skills, which enable students to search for, 
retrieve, organize and evaluate information effectively and ethically. Librarians also provide 
advice on the selection of resources, and provide a range of services and tools to keep 
students and staff up to date and aware of how to search effectively. The librarian for the 
Institute of Science & the Environment is Shona Raymond (s.raymond@worc.ac.uk).  
 


Books, teaching resources and journals 
The Hive has an extensive collection of books relating to Science & the Environment. We 
also have a growing collection of e-books, available to read online. You will need your ID 
card to borrow material from the library, and loan periods include Short Loan (2-day), High 
Demand (2-week) and 3-week. Normally UW students can borrow up to 12 2-week loans, 
up to 12 3-week loans and up to 3 Short Loans at any one time. 
 
The library holds a range of print journals of relevance to Science & the Environment on 
Level 4 of the Hive. However, many of our journals are accessible solely or additionally 
online (through ‘Library Search’) making them more accessible to students who are not on 
campus or in the library building. You will be expected to carry out online research. 


 


Remember to renew or return your books on time, or you will be liable to pay overdue 


fees 
These are currently 15p per day for 2- and 3-week loans, and £1 per day for Short Loans. 
You will receive reminders to your student email account, but you are responsible for all 



http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/
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items on your library record. You can see your record by going to the Student portal or 
Library website and clicking on ‘Library Account’. We recommend that students keep a diary 
or set an alert on their mobile phone to remind them to renew their books in good time, 
before the day they are due to be returned. Non-receipt of emails is not normally acceptable 
as a reason to waive fines, they are sent as a courtesy only. If an item is reserved, it cannot 
be renewed and must be returned on time. Please do not disadvantage other library users 
by holding on to books after the due date. When you borrow a book, it cannot be recalled to 
an earlier date, so you are advised to use the book in that time, and not assume it can be 
renewed after 2/3 weeks.  
 


Resource Lists 
The University’s reading list & digitisation system, Talis Aspire, enables module owners to 
set up online resource lists that can be accessed by students  
http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/ These are fully integrated into the virtual learning 
environment, Blackboard and provide easy access to online content, including digitized 
chapters and articles. 
 


Online resources 
To ensure full access to all of our paid-for resources you will need to log in to your student 
portal, then click on the ‘Library Search’ link. From this page you can access the full range 
of online resources: 
 


 Library Search, the library search tool, covers approximately 97% of all online 


library resources, including e-journal articles, e-books and the library catalogue as 


well as many other types of resource.  


 Our subject and study skills guides provide a good starting point for subject-


specific library resources, referencing and literature searching as well as 


recommended websites and resource advice.  


 


The library subscribes to Academic Search Complete, Wiley-Blackwell Full Collection, 


Science Direct and other research databases relevant to the sciences which provide 


electronic access to full text journal articles. My iLibrary and Dawson Era provide access to 
a growing collection of e-books, and many of the titles available are set or essential texts.  
Advice about Harvard referencing is available via the Referencing page on the Library 
website. Students have access to the Harvard Guide online and are also able to gain a 
hardcopy to keep during their Library induction.  


 


Using other libraries 
The SCONUL Access scheme enables staff, research students, full time postgraduates and 
part-time, distance learning and placement students to borrow material from other higher 
education libraries participating in the scheme. To check your eligibility and member 
libraries, visit http://www.sconul.ac.uk/sconul-access.  
There is also an Inter Library Requests service that aims to provide access to material that 
is not available from the University. For more information see 
www.worc.ac.uk/library/services/inter-library-requests.  
 


ICT Services 
ICT technicians are available to help and advise students and staff on matters relating to 
ICT or equipment hire. Photocopying, laminating and binding services are also provided by 
ILS. Library and social learning spaces at St John’s, Riverside and City Campuses provide 
access to a large number of PCs, with many more across the university. Wireless Internet 
connectivity is available across campus, with many laptop-enabled spaces. All machines 
have access to the Internet, Microsoft Office and networked printing facilities. All students 



http://resourcelists.worc.ac.uk/

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2wGAyiHm0nAdWIwSTNxOEZhRzA

http://www.sconul.ac.uk/sconul-access

http://www.worc.ac.uk/library/services/inter-library-requests





are given a University of Worcester network account providing them with access to 
University PCs and a range of online facilities including a University email account, the 
library’s subscription databases and online resources, and the virtual learning environment 


(Blackboard). Please note that in the Hive, students should prefix their username with uni\ 


when logging in to PCs (staff use worc\). 
 


ICT Support Contacts 


ICT Help Guides http://www.worc.ac.uk/ict/guides/  
Service Status Page http://servicestatus.worc.ac.uk    
Self-service Portal https://servicedesk.worc.ac.uk  
Telephone Support 01905 85 7500 


 



http://www.worc.ac.uk/ict/guides/

http://servicestatus.worc.ac.uk/

https://servicedesk.worc.ac.uk/




